
Gazette 



The Glenwood Gazette is a quarterly publication from the Glenwood Foundation with information on all things Glenwood, 

from school events, Old Boys, fundraising initiatives and more. In the process of trying to cover as much as possible, we are  

mindful of keeping the content concise and as such may be able to cover everything in one issue. Rest assured, however, that 

we will endeavor to cover as much as possible as timeously as possible. 

Please keep in touch and let us know of any news worthy information at either tyler@glenwoodhighschool.co.za, 

erasmush@glenwoodhighschool.co.za, hector@mcduling.co.za  

’

The second term started on 5 May after a very short break. The sense of optimism 
and excitement was palpable: preparations to host our first rugby and hockey 
fixture in fourteen months were under way! 

The day started with a Moms and Sons’ breakfast in the Johannes Mhlongo Hall. 
The excellent motivational address of the guest speaker, was very well received by 
all. That was followed by a very entertaining ice-cream making demonstration by 
Mr Nic Tyler. It was very clear that Mr Tyler, Head Prefect of 2000, learnt a lot in the 
drama lessons. The moms nominated him for an Oscar award! 

The strict Covid-19 protocols prohibited spectators from attending. Fortunately the 
tall trees on the perimeter provided a good vantage point for the fitter dads! The 
day started with the 7th side testing their skills against a very motivated Westville 
XV on Dixons. Our boys showed resilience and great spirit which resulted in a 
victory for them. Similarly, the U14A boys had to dig deep to pull off a narrow win 
on Basson’s. The 1st XV showed grit and determination and narrowly beat their 
opponents. At the Three Schools’ Astro the boys were playing hockey of a very good 
standard, considering the limited time to practice their skills. The following week we 
hosted boys and staff from St Charles. Our 1st hockey team drew 1-1 and the 1st XV 
beat their opponents 33-0. On the 19th of May the A side rugby and hockey teams 
departed for the Michael House fixture. Despite the announcement at mid-day that 
all sport had to be suspended until further notice, the fixture still took place. The 
boys played their hearts out, knowing that it could be their last fixture for the year. 
The rugby games were physical and very competitive and we managed to win 3 out 
of 4 games. However, the superb hockey skills of the opponents, resulted in defeats 
for all our teams. 

Our Fathers and sons breakfast was very well attended and the address by the guest speaker, Mr Ian McIntosh was very relevant  and 
topical. Our cultural programme was adjusted by recording the performances and our choir and band are still rehearsing regularly. 
The debating teams were hard at work and enjoyed the inter-school competitions. The RCL and Interact boys have been involved in a 
few outreach initiatives; something that we always encourage, especially in the current economic climate. 

Educators and boys were hard at work in the class rooms this term to catch up on lost time last year. Our Grade 12 boys attended 
Saturday school diligently and we were looking forward to assess their progress in the June controlled tests. Unfortunately, this was 
cut short by the announcement of the President to close schools on 30 June as a result of the spike in Covid-19 infections nationally. 

I thank our entire Glenwood Family, parents, educators, Old Boys and boys for the support and loyalty. As a school community we 
have certainly been blessed as the number of boys and staff infected have remained in the single digits. Our sincere condolences to all 
who have lost loved ones; you have been in our thoughts and prayers. Enjoy the holidays with your sons and make use of the 
beautiful weather to spend time outdoors. 

Be safe and be blessed. Remember happiness is an inside job; do not give worries and concerns too much power over your lives. 



Terry, Ross, Douglas and Barry Sparks arrived in KwaZulu Natal from the then 

Southern Rhodesia in the mid 1950’s. They followed in their father’s footsteps by 

attending Glenwood as boarders and were all capable sportsmen and extremely able 

scholars.  

Ross Sparks, of the 1969 group, achieved provincial colours for rugby at school and 

u20 level. He started his career as a Mathematics teacher at Glenwood.  

Ross has a PhD in mathematical statistics and has lectured at the Universities of Cape 

Town, KwaZulu Natal and Wollongong in Australia. He is currently a consultant with 

the CSIRO in Sydney, Australia. Ross is a globally published statistician with some 59 

journal publications, 9 book chapters, 15 conference papers and 10 articles in trade 

magazines.  

 

The coveted Head Boy dorm in the Boarding Establishment recently 

underwent an upgrade thanks to Mr Mike Lohrentz (1979). The 

room of the Premier Pupil was completely gutted and restored with 

fresh paint, new floor, bed and updated cupboards.  

Armin Weideman (Head Prefect, Gibson House, 2019) was the first, 

very grateful, beneficiary of the renovation but this upgrade will 

serve many pupils after him.  

Mike, a property developer, has a particular passion for children 

and education, having purchased a property in Giba Gorge for the 

express purpose of  environmental education. Mr Lohrentz has left 

a lasting legacy on the school and Gibson House and for that 

Glenwood school community is extremely grateful.  

  



T H E  T H R E E  S C H O O L S ’  T R U S T  

The Three Schools’ Trust astro surface was recently upgraded 

to a state of the art, TX Elite water-based carpet.  

 

The Three Schools’ Trust, established in 2007 to install an 

astroturf on the Dokkies field opposite Penzance Primary 

School, utilize and curate this wonderful facility. The primary 

purpose of the trust is to offer a world class facility to foster 

hockey talent among the three schools and as such, keeping 

the surface up to date is essential. The total cost of the 

upgrade was a staggering R3.3m, eased by the distribution of 

the costs among the three schools.  

 

The TX Elite water-based surface boasts FIH classification as 

the global standard for international tournaments. As the 

most densely tufted product currently on the market, this 

surface allows for a consistently high-speed game resulting in 

the most enjoyable hockey to both play on and spectate. We 

look forward to watching many hours of high quality hockey at 

all age group levels in the coming season. 

 

The Three Schools’ Trust stands as a shining example of what 

can be achieved through the collaboration of schools, the like 

of which is largely unprecedented in the South African school 

landscape. During a year such as we have just experienced 

relationships within the community have proved vital to 

simple existence and Glenwood is proud to be associated with 

2 strong schools to continue the collective effort of 

community upliftment.  



 

Glenwood High School had the pleasure of welcoming back Old Boy and 

entrepreneur Robert Neville during his recent visit to South Africa. Mr Neville, 

now residing in Texas, USA, attended Glenwood from 1979 to 1983 and is 

pictured on the left with life-long friend and class mate, Graham Oberholzer 

(Head Prefect 1983) and Principal, Dr Barnes.   

Rob currently serves as managing director at Springbok Ventures, a capital 

ventures firm, and boasts a pedigree of entrepreneurial influence and 

accomplishment spanning over 25 years that marks him as one of the great 

business leaders of our time. Prior to Springbok Ventures, Rob was hugely 

successful with Savara Inc., which he co-founded in 2008 and was listed on 

NASDAQ in 2017. While at the helm, Mr Neville managed to attract one of the 

largest historical amounts of investment capital from non-institutional private 

investors. Mr Neville founded Evity Inc. which he led with huge success and 

was acquired by BMC Software Inc. in 2000.  

As testimony to his brightness and innovative thinking, with the assistance of 

his English teacher’s typewriter, Rob wrote and published a book on a method 

he had created on solving the Rubik’s Cube. The success of this book was in 

large part due to the fact that this solution was a 

huge amount quicker than the manufactures of 

the cube could solve it themselves. And all of 

this, mind, at the tender age of 15! 

Glenwood High School is very proud of Rob Neville, a true Glenwood 

Boy through and through, and will be working with him and his 

foundation on some very exciting and inspiring projects in the future. 

Thank you for being such a shining example for our boys and we look 

forward to the success of your future endeavours. 

Current Glenwood grade 12 pupil, Alok More, recently met with Prof Anil 

Chuturgoon, recently appointed Dean of Research at the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal. Alok has shown particular interest in the field of Biochemistry 

and, more specifically, cell hybridization, for which he has already researched 

to the point of writing a paper on the formation of Myeloma/Mouse spleen 

hybridoma cells. Alok has also already attended several virtual international 

conventions in the Medical Science field. Prof Chuturgoon was able to assist 

in guiding Alok on areas of future research and broaden his field of focus. 

Post COVID, Alok will be spending some time in the laboratories of UKZN 

getting some hands on experience and the opportunity to put some of his 

research to action. Alok is planning on studying a degree in Medical Science 

after his final exams at the end of the year. 



Dennis Wright, a matriculant of the 1945 year, recently visited Glenwood High School on the occasion 

of his 90th Birthday!  

Taking a tour of the school, Mr. Wright reminisced of days being taught by Mrs. Lockyear, Mrs. 

Kallaway, Miss Dicks and the pair of Mr. and Mrs. Newton-Perry and remarked on the changes that 

school had undergone over the years.  

While at Glenwood, Mr Wright was, as all true Glenwood boys are, very involved in the school and the 

extramural activities on offer. Very active in the Cadets, and under the tutelage of Sgt Yeats and Cpl 

Banford, he attended 10 day camps during on July holiday at Ladysmith, Clairwood Race Course and 

Lords Grounds in Durban CBD. During his time, along with Lawrence Mackie and Ray Swart,  the 

Glenwood Cadets were regularly top in Natal for the Colin Shield and ranked 3rd in SA on one 

occasion. The cadet band was also very strong in Mr Wright’s time parading down Nicholson Road droning 

lunch breaks and won many competitions, including the Pollyack Bugle.  

Of great significance is the contribution that Mr Wright and his 

compatriots made towards the swimming pool. The excavation 

of the pool was done by the boys after school. Sand was then 

barrowed out by hand and used to level off and increase the 

size of the lower field, now Madsens.  

Dennis’ son Robin also attended Glenwood and in true Wright 

spirit received half colours for academics, played 1st XI cricket 

with Paddy and Trevor Madsen, and tennis with Kevin Curren.  

The UKZN Faculty of Engineering attended Glenwood High School to discuss an exciting, new opportunity that they have to offer 

learners. With Prof. Glen Bright at the helm, the UKZN Aerospace Engineering unit is an internationally respected division of the 

School of Engineering, with hugely exciting growth potential as 

demand for mechanical and electronic engineers increases globally.  

Old Boy, Glenwood Cambridge Part-Time lecturer, and recent cum 

laude Masters graduate Tyrone Bright, demonstrated their state-of-

the-art UAV which, amongst many other applications, is used in the 

US by law enforcement teams. The UAV has a range of up to 25km, 

can transfer control to another remote operator at the limit of its 

range and can change batteries in flight! Not only does it have law 

enforcement applications, but this UAV could, and has been, used 

during COVID for package delivery and patient monitoring. The 

versatility of this drone seem endless and the demonstration 

enthralled the boys during assembly, especially when the target 

tracking function was activated on Mr Scott (Deputy Principal) while 

he attempted to “evade” capture. 

Glenwood very much appreciates the activation of the boys by the 

Aerospace Unit and remain very proud of the Bright family, their 

achievements and their continued mentorship of the future generations of  Aerospace Engineers! 



’
Glenwood Old Boy Jordy Smith continues to make waves on the World Surf League (WSL) and Championship Tour (CT). Jordy 

is currently ranked 5th on the CT leader board after a very tough four stops on the tour. The surfers are currently on the 

Australian Leg after, unfortunately, cancelling various stops usually taken, including South Africa’s infamous Jeffreys Bay.  

Jordy, however, continues to make us proud with well-

deserved results, placing 2nd at the Margaret River Pro after a 

narrow loss in the final to Brazil's Filipe Toledo, bringing him 

right back into contention for the title. Another big 

achievement is the inclusion of Jordy in the first Olympic 

Surfing contest, qualifying for the Tokyo 2020 Summer 

Olympics, after finishing 3rd on the Jeep Leader board in 2019. 

He went into the final event in Hawaii with a mathematical 

chance of winning the world title but was unfortunately 

eliminated early, which meant he eventually finished third. The 

Olympics are set to take place at the end of the year because of 

the postponement due to COVID-19. 

Donn Stewart (1998 Old Boy) has been selected as part of the SA Water Polo 

Olympic squad to compete in Tokyo later this year. Donn continues his 

illustrious SA Water Polo career after already competing across the globe in 8 

World Cup tournaments since 1999.  

Headlining the “Donn Stewart Water Polo Academy”, Donn remains very 

involved at Glenwood and many a boy has benefited from his wisdom and 

guidance over the years.  

Don Stewart, owner of Robson’s Brewery since 2010, opened the popular 

Robson’s on Point in 2016 and expanded with the Ballito restaurant in 2017. 

Producing 8000 liters of beer a month, Robson’s is one of the older, more 

established KZN microbreweries and is seen as the “go to” in the industry for 

collaboration.  




